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Simple Hospitality is a big
deal -- a bigger deal than
most people realize.
Hospitality (or a lack
thereof) can make or break
a church. When | served as
a District Superintendent, |
discovered that the
churches that were struggling the most were almost
always struggling because they failed to practice simple
hospitality, or appreciate the importance of it. A church
can put a lot of energy into worship services and
programs, but if people don’t feel welcome, they won’t
come back, and the church will begin to suffer or
decline.

Ho/pltahty

The good news is that Red Mountain UMC has always
taken hospitality very seriously. | am often told by
newcomers how friendly they find our church. But
hospitality is so important that T don’t want us to ever
get complacent about it. And it’s especially important
during the Easter season when we will have many guests
and visitors.

Hospitality in a church has three components: inviting,
welcoming, and involving. 1 find that the best way to
think of church hospitality is to compare it to the kind of
hospitality we would practice in our own homes if we
were throwing a party or hosting an event.

1. Inviting The first step is to prepare the guest list.
Who am I inviting? If it’s a party at your home, you
often think of friends from several different areas of your
life. The same is true for the church. Who are we
inviting? Prepare a FRAN list: Friends, Relatives,
Associates and Neighbors. Who in each of these
categories could you invite to join you at worship, or for
an event at church, or a mid-week class, or Holy Week
or Easter? Think especially of people who could use the
support of a church, or the hope and encouragement of
our faith. Do you know of people who are dealing with
medical concerns for themselves or a family member, or
have recently experienced loss or divorce, or have
concerns with their children or an aging parent, or are
new to the community or the neighborhood? Prepare
your guest list and invite.

2. Welcoming The guests are coming! How does my
house look? How does my front walk and front yard
look? How will my guests be greeted when they arrive
at the door? How will | make them feel welcome? Do
| have a plan for how I will introduce them to the other
people who are coming? Everything we would think
about at our own home applies to our church. We want
to have an inviting look to our campus; we want every-
one to be greeted as they arrive, feel warmly welcomed
and be introduced to others. | encourage each of us to
make an extra effort to be friendly and welcoming on
Sunday mornings and at all other church events. Before
looking for and visiting with your friends, make a point
to look for people you don’t know, and introduce your-
self. Don’t worry if you’re not sure if they are new to
the church or long-time members. Everyone likes to feel
noticed and welcomed.

3. Involving We know we’ve had a good party or
event when all who are present are actively engaged, feel
part of the larger group, and are appreciated for the
special qualities they each bring to the group. On the
other hand, if people end up staying out on the fringes,
or off by themselves, and never become an integral part
of the group, then we know the gathering has failed to be
all it could be. Unfortunately, when people stay out on
the fringes, they often end up drifting away completely
and hardly anyone notices. In the life of the church, all
of us are part of the body of Christ, all are needed, and
all have something to offer. The sooner people become
engaged and involved, and feel valued for who they are,
the more apt they are to become an active part of the
church.

And speaking of being friendly, | encourage you to
invite friends and give a warm welcome to Rev. Gene
Barnes and Rev. Dan Turner who will be preaching this
month when | am with the group in the Holy Land.

See you in worship,

Rev. Mary Bullis
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MEFDITATIONS FROM PASTOR DOT...

A New Spring Thing

The movie “Fireproof” depicts a couple who has developed
some habits detrimental to their relationship. When the
husband in the film begins reading “The Love Dare Book”,
T = he is challenged to change his behavior and begin relating in
;ZIssoaate new ways. During a period of forty days, the reader of this
?(Istor book is instructed to engage in various practices. Although it
is possible to simply “go through the motions” while
following these instructions for expressing love outwardly, the experience has the potential
to be transformative.

The movie depicts transformation taking place in the context of a conversation that may
or may not resonate with viewers, but, as Rev. Gene Barnes shared, practices can become
a catalyst for change. Engaging in spiritual practices including those that involve showing
love and kindness toward others can be a means of grace; they can create an opportunity
to experience God’s grace.

One of John Wesley’s general rules is to “attend upon the ordinances of God.” We are to
open ourselves to God’s grace through participation in the means of grace, which include
prayer, worship, acts of kindness, scripture reading, and other spiritual practices. Partici-

pation in the means of grace is an attempt to be intentional about opening ourselves

to the grace of God.

Lent is underway and we have been challenged to take on a particular discipline and
engage in spiritual practices throughout this holy season. These practices are the means of
grace by which we may more fully experience the grace of God. Choosing to engage in
spiritual practices and participate in the means of grace is our action, but grace and trans-
formation are gifts given by God’s action.

It is by God’s grace that we are transformed. At times it may seem as though we may be
just going through the motions, but participating in spiritual practices can be an oppor-
tunity for God’s transformation to be at work in our lives. Our Lenten spiritual practices
can be an opportunity to develop some new aspect of our lives and grow in our faith. But
that is not all. Those observances and spiritual habits we take on during Lent are ways, in
addition to prayer, that we can invite God to do something new where we might be
struggling or experiencing difficulty in our lives. The God we know through Jesus Christ
is a God of New L.ife.

May we experience God’s grace during this holy season and open ourselves to the new
things God is about to do in our lives and our world.

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
-- Isaiah 43:19

Grace and peace,
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March Worship Schedule
7:45,9:00 & 10:30 am
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PALM SUNDAY March 28
7:45, 9:00, 10:30 am
At each service, worship begins outside on the patio
where everyone will receive a palm branch to wave.
Following the opening liturgy, the congregation will
process inside the building for worship.

March 7 Rev. Dot Saunders-Perez, preaching
Practicing Our Faith: Intentional Faith Development
Faith is not a static possession, but something we grow
into as we are shaped and formed as disciples. Our faith
is nurtured and strengthened through interaction with
others, as we learn together in community.

March 14 Rev. Gene Barnes, preaching
Practicing Our Faith: Extravagant Generosity
Giving generously reflects the nature of God. Generosity
enlarges the soul, refocuses priorities, and fulfills
Christ’s ministries. Through the practice of extravagant
generosity we are able to make a difference in the world.

MAUNDY THURSDAY —April 1

“Beneath the Upper Room”

7:00 pm —Worship Center
Our Maundy Thursday worship service will be very
special this year, with a presentation of the drama,
ABeneat h t he Thypnge dami® withan. 0
cast of 16, tells the story of Jesus’ Last Supper from the
viewpoint of the women who were preparing and serving
the Passover Meal, with interaction from several of the
disciples. The worship service, commemorating Jesus’
final night, will include music led by Jim Moses, and
Holy Communion.

March 21 Rev. Dan Turner, preaching
Practicing Our Faith: Passionate Worship
Passionate worship means being attentive to the active
presence of God’s Spirit, who is at work transforming
lives, renewing hope, provoking change and inspiring
compassion. In worship, we are drawn closer to God
and closer to each other.

March 28 Rev. Mary Bullis, preaching
PALM SUNDAY
Practicing Our Faith: Risk-taking Mission & Service
On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem, knowing that
to fulfill God’s mission he was risking his very life. As
followers of Jesus, we willingly follow him into places
of pain and conflict, knowing that this journey involves
risks yet produces life.

GOOD FRIDAY—April 2
“The Seven Last Words of Christ”
7:00 pm —Worship Center
The Chancel Choir will be presenting the spiritually
moving cantata, i The Seven Lastbhy Wor d
Théodore Dubois. The cantata portrays the final words
spoken by Jesus from the cross, as written in the four
gospels. This somber and holy service will include
gospel readings from the passion narrative, and the
stripping and draping of the church.

FLOWERS FOR EASTER

Bring fresh flowers on Easter to place on the “h.
cross which will be in the Columbarium at - - 117 -
8:00 am and near the Worship Center for the — T

9:00 and 10:30 services on Easter Sunday. . Ay
You may also order an Easter lily beginning

on March 21. An insert will be in the Sun- EASTER SUNDAY — April 4

day bulletin or you may call the church Celebrate Easter with the hope and new life of our
office. Monday, March 29 is the deadline to order. Lord’s resurrection!  We will have an outdoor sunrise

service and traditional and contemporary services in the
sanctuary. Also, we will offer a service of remembrance

EASTER PANCAKE for those who wish to honor loved ones who have died.
BREAKFAST Al four services will celebrate Holy Communion:
; The annual Easter Pancake 6:00 am  Sunrise Worship -- Patio
PANEAKES Breakfast prepared and Special Music to welcome the morning
served by our youth groups 8:00 am  Service of Remembrance — Desert

will take place Easter morning, April 4, from 7:00
until 9:00 am. Tickets will be available on Sunday
mornings and at the door Easter morning. Cost is $5.00
adult and $3.00 youth.

Haven Columbarium
9:00 am  Easter Worship —Worship Center
Chancel Choir and Special Music
10:30 am Easter Worship — Worship Center
3 Worship Band and Special Music
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Maudy Williams Linda Lease
Roy Schlessman Joan McKeown
Mickey McNichols David Bott
Alton Klinger lona Klinger
Irene Rogers-Bauder Roger Ellis

q“@ Notes from our
Q Thank You = ;. .
o

family...
Thank you for your messages for our anniversary and
your cards, prayers and love for Harris’ recovery. We
pray he will be back in church soon! Our love to all of
you. . .. Dorothy and Harris Albright
. .Dorothy would like to share this poem:
You
(inspired by an old poem)
You may not think that the world needs you,
but it does.
For, you are unique, like no one
that has ever been before or will come after.
No one can speak with your voice, say your piece,
smile your smile or shine your light.
No one can take your place, for it is yours alone to fill.
If you are not there to shine your light
who knows how many travelers will lose their way
as they try to pass by your empty place in the darkness.

This is to say thank you to all the men and women who
serve so quietly and loyally behind the scenes, so to
speak. Thank you to the UMW women who clean the
kitchen and all who sort the pantry; for those who
organize our mission work; for the people who print,
fold and stuff the bulletins every Friday; those who
weekly mark the attendance for church and Sunday
school classes; the men and women who drive others to
church services and meetings; the women who take care
of and sort music for the choir; the young lady who takes
pictures of new members; those who donate food and
money to fildl t h eslunabes; d
those who answer phones and maintain the prayer
chain; the people who send cards to the ill and shut ins.

HAITI EARTHOUAKE

RELIEF KITS CHALLENGE
You wonderful people at RMUMC answered the chal-
lenge and then some! You were presented with the
challenge to make 500 health kits for United Methodist
Committee on Relief to distribute in Haiti. Well, every-
one stepped up to the plate BIG TIME and made it
happen! Five Hundred Health Kits means a lot of combs
and toothbrushes, nail clippers, washcloths, hand towels,
and 3,000 band aids. | think we cleaned out most of the
Walgreen's, WalMart and Dollar Stores for the items, but
you never gave up!! We did not just put together 500
kits...we were able to actually complete 535 Kits! Even
the Conference Office was impressed by the number that
we finished. We simply told them that is the way that
the members at RMUMC always respond. You are
always willing to accept a challenge. Representing the
United Methodist Women, | want to say *‘thank you,
thank you, thank you" for your overwhelming
response a truly worthwhile project. Elaine Troyer

AND FROM THE CONFERENCE. . .
There has been an overwhelming response from The
Desert Southwest Conference in answering the call to
replenish health kits at the United Methodist Committee
On Relief Depot in Salt Lake City that were needed to
respond to the disaster in Haiti. On Monday, February
22, nearly 5,000 health Kits were shipped from The
United Methodist Center in Phoenix to the UMCOR Salt
Lake City site. This is an amazing response!

Don't forget
directory appointment! Olan
Mills will be taking photographs
for the new church directory on
March 3 4™ 5" and 6™, and
again on March 23" and 24™. If
you don’t remember the day or
time of your appointment, call the church office.

Please remember...

When you change your mailing address, your
phone number or your e-mail address, please
notify the church office. Also, let us know
of births, deaths, marriages, hospitalizations

pant ry oromissions of birthdays or anniversaries.

Call the church office at 480-981-3833 so we
can keep our database current. Thanks!

your

You are all an inspiration and role modelsf or fgoi ng
about Godods b uthankyeusasdo ! A si
blessings, Marsha Lehman
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Experiencing & Rimcovering Goed Everywhere

| TS NOT TOO LATE!

You can still attend the current session of E.D.G.E.
Nights. Classes, which began on February 24, will
continue through March 24. Dinner begins at 5:15 pm in
Madsen Hall, followed by workshops and classes for all
ages, that will help you grow deeper in relationship with
God and relationship with others. Here are the adult
and intergenerational offerings this session:

6:00 pm Financial Workshops, a series of estate
planning workshops led by different professionals in

the field. (see Planned Giving article on page 9 for
specific topics)

Becoming Soulmates, led by Rev. Gene Barnes, is for
couples of all ages and will explore how to grow our
relationships.

De-stressing Yoga, led by Don Krakauskis, is for
anyone, whether or not you’ve ever done yoga before.
Come and do simple relaxing movements, and watch the
stress melt away.

Percussion Lessons, led by Gene Ball. Haven’t you
always wanted to learn how to play a drum set and other
percussion instruments? No experience necessary.
Drama Group, led by Barb Miller, will be preparing the
drama for Maundy Thursday.

Life After Loss, led by Pastor Dot and Rev. Nick
Greenwalt. This group offers support to those who have
experienced a recent loss.

7:00 pm Social Principles of the United Methodist
Church, led by Dr. Larry Norris, will explore what

our church says about the vast array of social issues that
confront our lives.

Chancel Choir Rehearsal, led by Debbie Hollenbach.

E.D.G.E. Nights has lots of activities for children and
youth, as well, and child care is available all evening:
6:00 pm Preschool Discovery (thru K), led by Betty
Rose and Charlotte Cummings. Young children grow in
faith using Discovery Centers, crafts and games.

S.P.K. (1% -6"grades) SOMETHING NEW!!!

(see accompanying article on this page)

7:00 pm Activity Room (1% — 4" grades), led by
Laura Lucas. Veggie Tale videos, games and homework
supervision.

5" and 6" Grade Fellowship, led by Sue and Reed
Webb. Games, faith-building and fun activities.

Jr. High Covenant Group, led by Pastor Dot. Explore
what it means to live out our faith.

Sr. High Study: NOOMA, led by Karla and John
Groenenboom. A short film series that connects real
faith with real life. 5.

S.P. K.
S. P. K. (Shout Praises Kids!) is our new 6:00 pm
Wednesday E.D.G.E. Nights program for elementary-
age children. This fast-paced, high energy hour will be
filled with music, movement, Bible stories and games,
creative art projects, science experiments, and take-home
challenges. Following the 5:15 pm dinner, children in
grades 1 — 6 will be going upstairs in the Education
Building to Rooms 205, 206, and 207 -- our new S.P.K.
Suite! The children will be painting a mural on the wall
in Room 207, and creating a fun space. Leaders are
Kathy Wooton, Steve Brooks, Phyllis Richardson, Jim
and Marsha Lehman. Assistants are Evelyn
Methfessel, Carolyn Ball, Brooke Payne and Mara
Peterson. S.P.K. incorporates our former Children’s
Vocal and Bell Choirs, and adds a lot more!

LUNCHES FORSHEETER S

On Wednesday, March 3, at 9:00 am the Missions
Committee will assemble lunches for the East Valley
Men’s Shelter. Donations of bread,

lunch meat, cheese, cookies, apples and ,

oranges, peanut butter, jelly or jam are :«v’
needed to make this project a success. -

This is an on-going outreach project,

meeting the first Wednesday of each month. If you are
unable to help assemble and would rather donate money,
mark your envelope or check, i Mi @ssi iMe n 6 s
S h e | Caentact Marsha Lehman at 480-993-3907 to
offer your assistance.

COLLEGE STUDENTS! YOUNG ADULTS!
Come hike Peralta Trail on Sunday,
March 7. We will meet in Madsen Hall
for pizza lunch following the Third
service at 11:30 am and then depart the
church at 12:15 pm. Bring your family
and friends! Contact Pastor Dot at the
church office for additional information.

We have begun to gather young adult email addresses
so that we can communicate information of activities
directly to your email. Please send the address to
rmumc@azwildblue.com.

CLASSICS ARE WEARING THE GREEN
Put on the green and attend The

o~
é - Classics St. Patrick’s Day cele-

\) bration on Saturday, March 13, at
? 5:30 pm in Madsen Hall. See what
. We have planned--it will put a
f[p -\V% sparkle to your cheeks! Sign up on
ATRIN the patio on Sunday mornings to
bring soup, salad or a dessert. You will also need to
bring your own table service. Call Maxine or Neal
Rathjen at 480-941-8296 or Dottie and Ed Toner at 480-
373-7189 for more information. We’ll see you there!


mailto:rmumc@azwildblue.com

UNITED
METHODIST
WOMEN
(uMw)

(Articles submitted by Sue Killebrew)

OUR PURPOSE
The organized unit of United Methodist Women is
a community of women whose PURPOSE is to
know God and to experience freedom as whole
persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a
creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the church.

DID YOU KNOW -- Any woman attending Red
Mountain United Methodist Church is also a United
Methodist Woman? Currently there are 97 women
involved in the existing six circles, pledging together to
support mission projects and work to support each other
in fellowship. All women are invited to attend any
UMW event.

UMW UPCOMING SCHEDULE
Saturday, March 6 T 8:30 am — Seminar on The Sudan
at St. Matthew’s UMC — Sudan’s Lost Boys
are speaking (leave church at 8:30 am)
Friday, March 12 — Sunday, March 14 — Conference
Spiritual Retreat — Renewal Center in Tucson
Saturday, March 13 —9:00 am — Executive Meeting
Saturday, April 10 —9:00 am — Day Apart with tour of
UMOM New Day Center in Phoenix
Friday, April 30 — Sunday, May 2 — UMW Assembly in
St. Louis, Missouri

Circles

What are Circles?
Circles are small groups of women who focus on the
overall mission, purpose and goals of the UMW. Each
group may emphasize Bible study, fellowship, and
working together as women supporting missions, both at
home and abroad. Circles (small groups) are a part of
the Unit (Red Mountain) which in turn is a part of the
greater UMW organization. Each circle welcomes any
women who would like to participate. Call the church

office or the circle chairperson with questions. 6.

MARCH CIRCLE MEETINGS

Faith Circle: Tuesday, March 9 -- 6:00 p.m. T

Hostess: Karen Rauls (Chairpersons Lynn
Martin and Barb Miller)

Grace Circle: Tuesday, March 9 -- 6:00 pm --
Hostess: Bobbi Heppe in Rooms 203/204
(Chairperson Sue Killebrew)

Irene Circle: Wednesday, March 17 — 9:30 am —
Hostess: Barb Eshelman in Madsen Hall
(Chairperson Betty Rose)

Hope Circle: Thursday, March 18 —9:15 am —
Brunch Out (Chairperson Myra Moir)

Doves Circle: Thursday, March 18 -- 1:00 pm —
Hostess: Marie Pettegrew (Chairperson
Janet Crippen)

Rebecca Circle: Thursday, March 25 —9:30 am —
Hostess: Elaine Troyer (Chairperson
Verna Berndt)

UMW RECEIVES GOLD!
Congratulations to the Red Mountain UMW unit as it
was designated a Gold Unit at the Central East District
Leadership Training on January 23. To qualify for this
award, our unit had to meet 16 requirements:

Use the Prayer Calendar at each unit meeting

Use two programs from the UMW Program Book

Attend a 3-hour Mission Study as a unit

Meet the unit's Pledge to Mission and is a 5 star unit

At least 2 members subscribe to Response magazine

Contribute needed resources to mission projects in th

Desert Southwest Conference Outreach Ministries
Become a Charter Club for Racial Justice

Add at least 1 new member to the membership roll
Have at least one member of the unit attend the

School of Christian Mission

10. Members correspond with five persons listed in the
Prayer Calendar

11. At least 2 members of the unit attend the district or
conference annual meeting

12. The Unit had at least 10% of its members participate
in the Reading Program

13. The Unit participated in 1 social action project
during the year (African Team Ministries Art and
Craft Sale)

14. Each unit meeting included a "Response Moment" or
"New World Outlook Moment"

15. The Unit participated in a children’s program which
included children outside the church's membership
(\Vacation Bible School)

16. UMW held a Sunday worship service in which
UMW members took part in the service (UMW
Installation of Officers.)

ouprLNE
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He, WOMEN OF SERVICE
595, The UMW theme for this year is
A “Women of Service”. We will
focus each month on two women
who have been instrumental in

- their service to United Methodist
Women and/or Red Mountain UMC. This month we
honor Joyce Davis and June Powers for their many
years of active involvement with the United Methodist
Women.

JOYCE DAVIS is from the small town of Hudson,
Michigan which is located south of Jackson. While
there, her family attended the Congregational Church.

In 1945, she married Jim Davis, but only after she was
sure that Jim was the one for her. They had each lived in
small towns that were close to each other and they met
through cousins and friends at various activities that
were held between those two towns. Jim and Joyce had
three sons and one daughter that were raised in Michi-
gan. They moved to Mesa, Arizona around 1982, after
their children had grown. Because of Jim’s health and
the cold weather in Michigan, Arizona was the natural
choice since some of their children had already moved to
the warm, sunny valley.

Joyce and Jim found Red Mountain in the early days
when the church was meeting in a mortuary. They had
read an advertisement in the newspaper about this
church and decided to attend. Ironically, Joyce had been
working in Scottsdale as a church secretary at the time,
since Jim’s health did not allow him to work any longer.

At Red Mountain, Joyce became very involved with
United Methodist Women. By then, the church was
meeting in Madsen Hall. Someone invited her to the
Doves Circle and she became an active member, serving
in many capacities for the circle and for the unit. Joyce
likes to be involved and has been active in many areas of
the church besides UMW.

JUNE POWERS became an active member of Red
Mountain United Methodist Women shortly after she
came to the church. She joined the Irene Circle named
after Irene Madsen. The church was meeting in the
newly-built Madsen Hall and the ladies were eager to
become an active group of United Methodist Women.
June served as the treasurer for four years and was
involved in many other areas of UMW.

New Jersey was home to June and her brother, but they
moved to Minnesota when she was 14. She met her
husband John there and married him after his return
from the Navy. They moved to Kentucky where she had
one son. June and John moved to Arizona in 1974 after
he suffered a stroke. They felt the warm weather would
be better for him. They started going to Grace UMC but

joined Red Mountain after it was built because it was
closer to their home. June has enjoyed seeing the
positive growth that has happened over the years at Red
Mountain. She continues to be active in many areas of
the church and is currently on the Health & Wellness
Committee. June continues to support the special
friendships that have come from being a part of the Irene
Circle.

s The United Methodist Women
would I ike to say
= all who contributed recipes to the

g Red Mountain Cookbook. Look for
HCipf it to be published in the spring.
Also, a big thank you to Elaine Troyer for organizing
the Haiti Health Kits project. She worked tirelessly and
spent many hours with the goal of preparing 500
health Kits in her mind. She even out-did herself as
535 kits were assembled and given to the Conference to
be delivered to Salt Lake City.

UMW READING PROGRAM
Have you read an inspirational
book lately?

If so, perhaps you would want to be a
part of the United Methodist Women
reading program. All books read in
the program focus on enhancing and

2
1 " growing in spirituality, concerns for
B social action and community, and
- missions, which are all integral parts

of the UMW purpose. The more we know about each of
these three areas, the better equipped we will be to
understand and help our world. And reading is a good
method of becoming informed.

Two new books have been added to the reading cart
which is located in Madsen Hall:  “Education for
Mission: On the Way with Jesus” and “The Road of
Lost Innocence, The True Story of a Cambodian
Heroine.” Check them out along with the all the other
interesting reading material which is on the cart and start
reading! Reading a minimum of only four books — one
from each category will qualify you for recognition by
the district in the fall!

CONFERENCE RETREAT
There is still time to register for the United Methodist
Women's Conference Retreat being held at the Redemp-
torist Renewal Center in Tucson on March 12-14. Rev.
Sharon Ragland is the retreat leader for this special event
titled, "Come Away To The Desert And Rest A While."
For more information go online to www.desertsouthwest
conference.org/umw or email Judy Gerboth at
jdgerboth@cs.com.

7.


http://www.desertsouthwest/
mailto:jdgerboth@cs.com

Conflrmatlon Clas

CONFIRMATION PRAYERS
Confirmation classes are continuing. Please keep these
young people in your prayers as they learn more about
God and make decisions regarding their faith: Zackary
Bossung, Britton Benson, Jacob Franklin and Marissa
Shubert. Their Confirmation Service will take place on
May 2.

NEW CHI L DREA$SSES ON SUNDAY
A new class for Toddlers and Twos (for children 18-36
months) meets at 9:00 am. At 10:30 am a class for
preschool age through Kindergarten meets in Room 102.

Be in prayer for the children of our church and com-
munity and for our church's ministries with children.
Watch for information soon about special opportunities
for children of our church family and community.

REGISTER NOW FOR CAMP
Schedules and registration for our summer
camping ministries are now available
online at www.mingusmountaincamp.org.
Early registration deadline for all camps is
May 14. Here are the offerings:

May 31 -- June 4. Camp Hope -- For developmentally
disabled adults

June 7 -- 12: Senior High Camp -- For campers
entering grades 10-12 and graduating seniors

June 14 -- 19: Elementary Camp -- For campers
entering grades 3-6

June 28 -- July 3: Super Camp -- For campers entering
grades 3-9

July 5 -- 10: Junior High Camp -- For campers
entering grades 7-9

July 12 -- 17: Super Camp -- For campers entering
grades 3-9

For more information, contact Pastor Dot at the church

office.

ATTENTION ALL
UNITED METHODIST MEN!
An organizational meeting will take place on
Saturday, March 20,
at 8:00 am
at the Golden Corral
on Power Road south of McKellips.
Come to enjoy breakfast fellowship together
and plan our future activities. All men are
invited to attend!

PRAY FOR OUR HOLY LAND PILGRIMS
‘ 1 A group of 27 members and friends of

RMUMC will depart on March 8 for a
trip to the Holy Land. Please keep
these spiritual pilgrims in prayer for a
safe and enriching experience: Elaine
Austin, Jim and Doris Broschat, Paul
and Mary Bullis, David Bullis, Leah
Bullis, Ruth Bullis, Vicki Ann Chapman, Stuart and
Georgiann Crouse, Ruth Davis, Neil and Anne Doell,
Penny Gumser, Phil and Evy Hartley, Paul and Janet
Hutter, Rose Meyers, Karen Murphy, Judith Perkins,
George Stickney, Paul and Linda Thistlethwaite, Jan
Vineyard and Lois Wing.

Spending time in Galilee and Jerusalem, they will walk
where Jesus walked, experience the settings of Jesus’
ministry, and visit important biblical and historic sites.
The group will also carry with them your written prayers
to place in the Western Wall of the Temple Mount in
Jerusalem.
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AND MUSIC FESTIVAL -- April 11

After last year’s great success, we are repeating our
expansion of Western Days and inviting the neighbor-
hood to join us at the Barbeque and Music Festival.
Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 11. You will not
want to miss Waldo’s famous BBQ dinner with all the
trimmings. Musical offerings will include our Western
Band, our Praise Band, and folk music by Jim Moses,
using both indoor and outdoor stages. Once again, Terry
and June Johnson’s Petting Zoo will be one of the
biggest hits for all ages, and children will also enjoy
Bounce Houses, Face-Painting, and other fun activities.
Plan now to bring your whole family and invite your
friends and neighbors. All are welcome!



http://www.mingusmountaincamp.org/
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We continued our good giving pace into the New Year.
It may look as though we did not do well since the end
of the month figures show that we spent more than we
took in. We have all the bills associated with the
holidays, plus we have special bills, such as insurance,
that are due in January that we pay for the entire year
instead of monthly, thereby saving the church the
interest and handling fees. We can do this because we
have had years, like last year, where we finished up with
some excess funds. This cushion allows us to take
advantage of these cost-saving techniques. You can see
how much better we did last month than the previous
January. We took in over $9,000 more and spent about
$5,500 less. Of course, eventually, all things will even
out. Another point that should be made when comparing
January of this year with January of last year is that this
year had five Sundays in the month.
General Ministries Fund
Jan ‘10 Jan ‘09 Totalto Total to
date ’10  date ‘09

INCOME: $53,012 $43,908 $53,012 $43,908
EXPENSES: $56,903 $62,403 $56,903 $ 62,403
CHANGE: -$ 3,891 -$18,495-$% 3,891 -$ 18,495

We did really well in the Mortgage Fund giving. We
started the year off with a month where we received
more money than our billing. Let’s keep it up!
Mortgage Fund
Jan ‘10

Received: $15,730 Fund Balance: ($1,117)
Dispersed:

Interest: $ 5,649 Total Mortgage
Principal: $ 7,621 Principal: $1,125,020

Monthly Mortgage: $ 13,270
Excess $ 2,460

The February meeting of the Finance Committee wasn’t
very exciting. We have done most of the work already
in preparation for the New Year (such as preparing the
budget and getting it approved, etc). Therefore, now we
just watch the numbers come in for a few months. Some
committees report to us their plans for making large
purchases or commitments for major sums of money to
make sure the church can handle the load.

Personally, I would like to thank the Trustees for all
their hard work to make our church a place that I’'m
proud to call mine. The painting of the inside of the
worship center is being done in a very professional
manner, with little interruption of usage. And I know
there have been many things that have been repaired or
replaced, or trimmed and cleaned that have made our
campus more attractive. Each of us needs to thank our
Trustees for the great job they are doing! Their new
chairperson is Stewart Earl.

YOUR FINAL GIFT? WHAT WILL IT BE?
Submitted by Roy Schlessman*

Every one of us is going to die one day. Thatis a
certainty. What will we have available to leave behind?
The answer is “our estate.” Most of us will be richer on
that day than we ever were while we were alive. No
longer will we have any need of our assets (what we call
our “stuff’). Plus most of us will have life insurance
policies that will be available. The bad news is that none
of it is going with us; the good news is that we are not
going to need it. But we are responsible to do some-
thing with it before we go.

God gave us all of our treasures and since we are His
stewards, we must determine their disposal. Perhaps a
gift to the church through a will or planned gift would be
appropriate. Do you know that less than 10% of all the
churches in the United States have planned giving
programs? RMUMC does have such a program called
“Circle of Promise”.

During the current E.D.G.E. Nights session, the Planned
Giving Committee is offering a series of five classes
related to estate planning. Here are the topics:
e February 24—Elder Law: What is it? and
Medicare issues
e March 3—Wills, Testamentary Trusts, Living
Wills and Power of Attorney
e March 10—Advanced Trusts, Beneficiary
Trusts, Qualified Trusts
e March 17—The new Arizona trust code, VA
Benefits, a closer look at your trust
e March 24 — Summary and Everything you
wanted to know but haven’t asked
There is no charge for these classes. Call the church
office if you have any questions.
*Source: A new Vision for Financial Stewardship



MISSION MOMENTS
Submitted by Carolyn Ball
from the Prayer Calendar

I remember during training
when someone was telling us
~ how today’s missionaries are
supposed to walk behind the
’ people they are serving and
learn from them | thought that was a great idea in
theory but | had a hard time visualizing how that would
work in practice. | felt it was more important that we
walked beside each other. Now that | have lived in my
community for more than six months, | realize that it is
essential to walk behind the people I am serving. | work
with kids that have been abused and neglected and | will
never fully understand what they have been though. 1 do
not need to walk beside them to serve them.
Brooke Newsome, US-2 young adult missionary,
Cunningham Children’s Home, Urbana, Illinois

We are in our 15" year of providing Christian education
including Community Day Camp, Summer Residence
Camps and weekly Kid’s Night sessions during the
school year. We do this so that elementary age children
can grow in their faith and know God is with them in all
of life’s circumstances. We are a faith-based organiza-
tion that strives to achieve a balance between doing the
deed (meeting human needs) and naming the name.
Doing the deed is more than just a good idea. It’s the
Gospel imperative!”
Sally Wisner-Ott, church and community worker,
Lumina, Lancaster, Pennsylvania

p W Please continue to

=== support the United

" Methodist Women’s
social action projects:
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Tennis Shoes: Look
for the container located on the patio each Sunday to
place your old, worn out tennis shoes, supporting the
Nike Shoe Recycling program. The shoes are broken
down and ground into rubber that will be used for future
athletic tracks. PLEASE, TENNIS SHOES ONLY!
(no dress shoes, heels or sandles!)

Campbel |l ' s SiewMdW dorgingeetd s :

collect Campbell’s soup labels along with these other
participating product labels: Franco-American,
Spaghettio’s, Swanson, V8 beverages, Prego and
Pepperidge Farm. These labels are taken to the Wesley
Community Center in Phoenix so that they can purchase
necessary equipment to use at the Center. Look for a
large soup can in which to place the labels.

BE A GOOD STEWARD

Submitted by Marilyn Husted
Recently my husband and | had the privilege of hearing
a young woman play a Stradivarius violin during a
performance by the Phoenix Symphony. At intermission
she spoke candidly about how she had acquired the
violin, one of only a few such genuine instruments in
existence today and known to be worth several hundred
thousand (or possibly million) dollars. She said she
didn’t own it—it was only lent to her when she was 12
years old by a next-door neighbor who heard her
practicing several hours a day. He had purchased the
violin for investment purposes and told her he would
lend it to her as long as she was a good steward of this
valuable property.

This made me think about how we can become good
stewards of the property that God has given us—our
time, talent, and resources.

Stewardship of Time

We’ve all been given the same amount of time each day,
but we just use it differently. We should all be able to
allot at least one or two hours a week beyond our usual
worship time to serve the church. Perhaps it means
getting up an hour earlier, staying an extra hour after
worship, scheduling specific time each week to a church
project or committee, etc. The life of the church
depends on each of us.

Stewardship of Talents

Each of us has talents, some that have not even been
discovered. Seek out something that you’ve always
wanted to do, instead of a task with which you’re very
familiar. Teach a Sunday School class. Help with a
youth activity. Serve as an outside greeter. Join the
choir. Help organize the church library. Be a committee
chairperson. Provide meals for the homeless. Make
phone calls or visit shut-ins. Do routine maintenance.
Organize a fund-raiser. The list goes on and on.

Stewardship of Resources

Once you’ve become really involved in the life of the
church, you’ll realize that funding is needed to support
and sustain its ministries and missions. You’ll give from
your heart and our church will continue to change lives
as God wants us to do.
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MY ONE WORD
During Lent we are encouraged
to not just “give something up,”
but “take something on.” We’ve
been invited this year to “take
on” one word that will be our
word for Lent, and to think
about that word each day. Have you picked your word
yet? If not, pick a word that will help you become a
better follower of Jesus. What is your biggest spiritual
need or the area you want God to help you with, or a
commitment you need to make? Write your one word
on a small slip of paper that you will find in a basket at
church — and tie it to the cross outside the worship
center.

You will find hundreds of “words” tied to the cross.
When you arrive at church, take a moment to stop and
look at the cross and at the variety of words and the
richness of the faith of our congregation. Say a prayer
that God will provide each person with the word they
need, that all of us will find a true renewal in faith and
practice this Lent.

CROWN OF THORNS
To add to our worship experience this Lenten season, we
are again using our Crown of Thorns “reverse Advent
wreath.” Each week we will extinguish a candle on the
wreath, as we acknowledge the growing darkness Jesus
faced as he grew nearer and nearer to the cross. The
white Christ candle in the middle of the wreath will be
extinguished on Good Friday.

On Easter morning, the Crown of
Thorns will be transformed into a
beautiful wreath of flowers, and all
candles will be lit once more, to
symbolize the new life of the resurrection. Special
thanks goes to our Worship Creative Arts team for all
their work in preparing the Crown of Thorns wreaths,
the My One Word cross, and the special services during
Lent, Holy Week and Easter.

" These are vegetables, mother. You wouldrn't want me
to eat something ve given up for Lent, would you?”

STEPHEN MINISTRY
On Sunday, February 21, our congregation commis-
sioned a new Stephen Leader and six Stephen Ministers.
The new leader, Judy Dunn, attended an intensive
Leader’s Training course presented through Stephen
Ministry in St. Louis, Missouri. The new Stephen
Ministers, Doris Broschat, Sheri Kent, ELane Michel,
Myra Moir, Suzie Sheahan, and Bonnie Smith have
been training for 25 weeks and are ready to begin their
caring ministry. Stephen Ministry is a Christian lay-
caring ministry, offering help for those who are going
through a crisis in their life. If you or anyone you know
needs a care giver to listen in confidentiality, please call
the church office.

Keep up with your church--
Visit Our Web Site at
www.RMUMC.COM

View the church calendar

Read the church newsletter
Find a class or study group
Link to the Daily Devotional
Become a fan on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter

DRIVERS NEEDED

Drivers are needed for transporting our homebound
members to the 9:00 am worship service each week.

The more drivers we have available, the less number of
times each person will have to drive. Please contact Cris
at the church office if you can help!

SEE, HEAR, SPEAK, COPY!

Please continue to bring in your old eyeglasses, hearing
aids, cell phones, and used printer ink cartridges. The
eyeglasses, hearing aids, and cell phones help the Lions
Club to help others. The old ink cartridges are recycled
to help the Preschool in buying supplies. There is a
basket in the Worship Center Entry (Narthex), near the
Guest Table, for your donations.
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BIRTHDAY WISHES TO. . .

Hayden Wright
Parker Wright

Nancy Appadurai

Verna Berndt
Susan Moerder

Jessica Burda
Dan Griffin
Dan Knott
Margaret Stock

Rene Aispuro
Heather Barnes
Joyce Davis
Gracie Ryan
Danica Torres

Nicole Ewing
David Perkins

Barbara Miller

Sophie Jagoda
Marilyn Krouse

Berylois Fliear
Noe Perez
Diana Schneider

Don Krakauskas
Jenny Peterson

Debra Bossung
Paul Bullis
Dave Quadlin
Suzie Sheahan

March

13 Todd Monk
Robert O’Neil
Kyle Peterson

y 4 Emma Civalier

15 Edna Blare
Wyatt Putman

16 Thomas Cunningham
Joseph Roehrig

7 Oliet Aispuro

19 Brendan Brasington
Savannah Putman
Flora Westfall

20 Mick Byerley
Paul Hutter
Thomas Koseki
Enez Litchfield
Lois Weathers
Connor Williams

22 John Acheson
Jackie Larson
Sally Lee

23 Alyce Sinnard
Marjorie Thomason

24 Hazel Green
Lauren Schroeder

25 JoAn Coffey

26 Alexis Gutierrez
Stephen Heppe
Lisa Knowles
James Myers
Emily Park

28 Savannah Sampson
Andrew Turner
Jack Van Blitterswijk

30 Janice Daniels
Hap Howard
Dot Saunders-Perez

37 Stephanie Ball
Erin Norris

CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES

1 Don and Margie Mays
-- 51 years

9  Jeff and Peggy Franklin
-- 18 years

Zg Chick and Judi Willis
-- 28 years

75 Glen and Georgia Meyer
-- 58 years

78 Paul and Mary Bullis
-- 32 years

20 Del and Berylois Fliear
-- 64 years

21 Eric and Kim Ramelli
-- 34 years

23 Jon and Georgia Mills
-- 50 years

31 Eldon and Marilyn Husted
-- 3 years



